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Preparation, Characterization and Photocatalytic Activities of TiO,/ Gd,O; Nano-powders
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(‘Research Center for Green Chemistry and Technology, School of Municipal and Environmenial
Engineering, Harbin Institute of Technology, Harbin 150090)
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Abstract: Pure TiO, and 0.5wt% Gd**-doped TiO, composite nano-particles were prepared by an acid-catalyzed
sol-gel method and characterized by XRD, BET, XPS, UV-Vis diffuse reflectance spectroscopy (DRS) and surface
photovoltage spetrum (SPS) techniques. The photocatalytic degradation of methylene blue in aqueous solution was
used as a probe reaction to evaluate the photocatalytic activity of the synthesized nano-particles. The mechanism
of effects of Gd**-doping on the photocatalytic activity of TiO, nano-particles was also discussed. The results show
that the photocatalytic activity of TiO,/ Gd,O; composite nano-particles is 1.5 times as high as that of pure TiO,.
The presence of Gd** can inhibit the phase transformation from anatase to rutile, suppress the growth of the crys-
tal grains, raise the specific surface area, improve the high temperature stabilization of pores in the composite
nano-powders, form the capture traps of the photoproduced electron to inhibit their recombination, resulting in the
enhancement of the photocatalytic activity of TiO,/Gd,O; nano-powders. The results of XPS analysis confirm that
Gd**-doping can lead to the decrease in density of hydroxyl groups on the particle surface. For the composite
nanoparticles, a quantum size effect appears, resulting in a blue shift of the absorption edge and a slight decrease

in the capability of light absorption.
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Pl AR S AR AR S0, X6 H PR B 9 A
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R, W LB rB 5] LUA RUE & 9K
TiO, BGCAE AL TG P Gd™ B 2 FE i i f7 H5 ik el
TIREEH G5 4% v LUIAR 6 A4 v 7 19 7 Bl 3K
FEBIE , fi2 1 4000 T 4% B RN Rl for B 8000 5, i i T 1k
R HURE I USRI WA AR 19 Gd/TiO, e ik
FUXT A AL R A BLTS e 0 b e I AR TR
PR TiO,, Xu SEPX i + B 7 (RE=La*  Ce™ Er**,
Pr¥ Gd* Nd* Sm™)#8 2% (1) TiO, 40 KA T (1K) ik
Ak NO, X HeiF 58 26 B, Gd* B 44 1) TiO, 494 K ki
T IR T P B 0 L SR, G824 X TiO, 40 K kL
T B A AT P B 52 M AL H AT N e A

ARICHER & T i Fml I, RABRMEAL 7
Jie - Mz 2 £ T 4l TiO, A1 Ti0, / Gdy05 48 K A
FIH XRD \BET ,XPS | ¢ 41~ AT UL i 5 3§13 (DRS) Fll %
T R 3% (SPS) S B AR 58 T Gd¥ 48 22 X TiO, 44
bR SR IR A N R T AR SRR R TR e
20 O A B RN 2R DG FURR R R S e R BT —
SO B G RN 45 L 5 DLIE Y L W (MIB) Y ' A A R it
RERER RN VEAR T OGS M IR T GdP e 4R
XF TiO, 94K A A 1) At Ak TE P 52 ma LT, o i —
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1 SEHES

HREE &

¥ 20 mL Ti(OBu), 76 5 $F 45 48~ 2218 3 fin 3
60 mL JC/K L EE JE W% BV W (A) ; 5 8 2t
it 0.5% (VL G/TIO, BT ft L it) iy Gd(NOs); - SH,0
BT 5 mL#E N 6 mol- L WIFGAY AR, FEAA 20
mlL JG7K ZEEA 10 mL R ZEIEK, TE WaE
(B). Hr B WM AERIZUHHE T 22108 M i 2] A %
A TR IR B €7 B R, R IR I 48 h
A5 3 BRI . 76 80 °CF T4 12 h, B MAL kY
M AR 0 T, SR e LB T T IR b #E 500 Ch
56 2 h, Hil153 TiO,/ Gd 05 4K KAk, H2 IR Lk A0 B
AINAIB 250, Fow il & S AR TR A5 26 Tio, 94
KA

1.1

1.2 H@mPRE

K H 7K i #t Shimadzu XRD-6000 %% #1 X
SR AT Bt (XRD) [ AE AR 25 # A 4 1A A R
CulHH% , Ko $1£8(A=0.154 18 nm), 7 88 A (A 2% | Jin
HL R 50 KV, LR R 3 40 mA 3 B Oy 50
min(26), 25 Ky 0.02°(26).

& H € [ Quantachrome 2% ] Autosorb-1 % W
BHCAE 77 K K T AR A Y BET He AL LA
FFLAR KN 5 B A 7E 423 K <R3 3 h,

K H 2 B ) B -3 \] PHIS700 X S 45t
T RE 1% (XPS)ASC I 32 67— 114 3 11 o6 2 4L A oT % Ak
SORAS . X HFRIER A AL, Ka(hv=1486.60 eV)5f
2 BTk 250 W, s B 12.5 kV 5 B 2 B
K P T dl ik e, AT RE N 187.85 eV, MM AS
Sy AT AE I E R 29.35 eV SRATG IR Cls (E=
284.62 eV)FEfar A IEARITE

% JHZE H Perkin-Elmer 2y B Lamda 900 %Y UV-
Vis-NIR 436 3% B 1H 76 3 < 200~800 nm i [ P R
FH Labsphere F3 Bk D418 B2 5 J7 SO ARE 5 19 UV-
Vis 18 2 4§11 (DRS).,

SR FH 7 PROR 2 T 1l ) 2 18 D' FR e ASCI A o
FDEH IR (SPS)E,

1.3 HEmAXENLEETR

DA Y 5 5 (MOB) 7K I T 1 DI A A R A Sl R I
BV 9K AR DG A TG . J7iL AR . 7E 100
mL BEFR B 0.050 g 40K B 1R 53T 40 mL MB
VEWT, VWO B R R 2.8 x 107 mol - L, pH
fH R 8.0, BT 15 W HEIMT FEELT4 15 em &,
IR REPEFE,EIE 1 h, B 20 mL SR IR AT S
L 30 min J5 , B ETER S mL #£24), H UV762 48 4h-
AL LA 6 B TR U K 664 nm R E MB A K
WHCRE , FE— 5 WRIETE N MB 30 ' 5 vk
JERGIE L, DAY BE AR v B 108 5B 32, it MB
W B AR, BT MB 892 BRIEA G AL
PR, SUA W BRE AR D 550 ] Hsf 1 A ) S5 42 T sl ' TR f
25 P, DA 1 2 ik e v B I o 2 B R D oy
JEAEAR I (258 ) DL R FRAERE i 1 G AL T P
2 #HREITiR
XRD 4 #f
Bl 1 A% 500 CHFHE 2 h il & 46 Tio,

TiO,/ Gd,0; 4Kk 719 XRD B, EE 1, %AW
223 Gd,05 W X-GTE AT i, X &M T Gd0; & &
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ZEUE AR L TIO,/ GdyO; AR AR B ] 4 FRAE T e A AL 15 1 .75 .

1t/ AR BEAS S TiO, A BLER T A AR, S Tt
Fen S 4 5 A T RS e 21 40 O e Ak, TR s B RE A
wmE 1 s, 78 500 CREBE 2 h J5 , 26 TiO, 49 K ki
F R BLEKH (anatase) Fl 43 £1 4 (ratile) BURH 4544, FHL 4
R A& B 81%, 11 Ti0,/ Gd05 4K ki1 R & A
H— BB A B2 BRI BT (101) i 5 04 B
oAk, HHE Scherrer 241, XF 4l TiO, 44 K4 ¥,
m 20=25.28° 4k B AR (101) Fi 5 AF 157 55 0 > 75 55K
15 BEK W AH 1Y S 38 @ oRRL A2 O 20.28 nm, FH 26=
27.4° Kb 4 21 47 (110) [ 5 A0F 777 5 06 2 85 96 SR 15 4 41
A1 AH B 2 R RE 42 28.68 nm X TiO,/ Gd,0; 44
KRLF, th 260=25.28° 40 B EK A (101) 1 FEAE AT 5 e f
15 8 SRAF BLER W AH 1 -2 SRR AR R 15.55 nm, 45
R BA Gt TiO, 99K WA 45 /A R K5
M, G458 2% n] LAGE Z0 Hu Al il Tio, i Bl ak s ) 4 41
AT B AR B v A AR LB A5 AR AR A B Aok
R,

1 o: anatase
o: rutile

TiO, / Gd,0s

Intensity (a.u.)

20 30 40 50 60
20/¢)

B 4l T, F1 TiO,/ GO, 44K K 7 i) XRD &l
Fig.1 XRD patterns of pure TiO, and TiO,/Gd,0,

nanoparticles
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Ti i, #E SRR 1 1 &) BBl 6 A Ti-0-Gd i, 52
PL Gd,0, B X AFHE T TiO, MAsBRIE , 49K — 4
PRARAE 2 M A T B 5 — AN e BBk ks |
T B4 1 A0 1 U S BRI, Ti-0-Gd 48 9 JE 1 A it ]
Gd,04 P FE 1 4778 B 23 45 54 BRLRR 3X Fh s A% 16 5, AL
Ml 7 TiO, Lk s 1 4 2040 W AHAE  FF I T
AP TR S

2.2 BET &#f

2 500 CHE % 2 h il 4 B4l Tio, A Ti0,/ Gd,0;
GUKRLT (9 BET LRI AL SEOLE 1, R
1Af UL, GA* B 2% %) TiO, A0 A5 AR F) 3 T SR R A A
W50, 546 Tio, AL, TiO,/ Gd,05 By LL 3%
T AR AL 2 2 35 O, FLAR BN BB G483 2% T B
A TiO, AR A B R T AU R B2 A A
RO ) AR RE P — BT 5, e il el s 25 2 3
AN R LRSS R, 3 — 5 T2 th T/ L EE AL
TRAZ R TK T, 7 o i PRk B /N FLoRE 2 P i B
B F3 8, diokn a1 Rl 2 LRI RN, 2545 2.1
H i, AT 1B 28 ) Gd,0; i 5 AE TiO, 3t
i S, 2 A Ti-0-Gd #E AR 9 Gd 05, X iy 5
PR HARAE D A T AR LR R B 4 B
TASIER A RO SR E— P KR A 5 T
e i ZH 2R E

Fz1 4 TiO, # TiO,/ Gd,0, KA FH BET tk R M|

MILLEHSH
Table 1 BET specific surface areas and pore para-
meters of pure TiO, and TiO,/ Gd,O;

nanoparticles
Specific surface  Pore volume / Average pore
Sample
area / (m*+g™) (em?+g™) size / nm
TiO, 3 0.004 6.16
TiO, / Gd,0, 13 0.019 5.82
2.3 XPS &

El 2 h% 500 CRBE 2 h il £ 4l Tio, A
TiO,/ Gd,0; 44 K ki T # XPS 44 . MWK 2 0] LIF
H,Ti0,/ G0, 99 K KL T ) XPS 3% 5 4l TiO, Ay HE AR
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Fig.2  XPS spectra of pure TiO, and TiO,/Gd,0,

nanoparticles
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— MR EESA TIL0 M C =Rt K, Hirf
C JCER FEZRIE T XPS (AR A B 1Y IS YL ik A1 K
AR ) B 2o R v {4 A BIL T 0K A 7 A A B R v R
TR BE R A . S5 R Ti2p M T4 4 RE
J& 458.62 eV ,01s ML T-25 4 ik & 529.86 eV, 1] L)
BiE Ti 6 R FE L TiNTi0) B R FFAE,0 SR 1 &
PLOM B AEAE . A BRI XPS 33 & v A7 46
HoR TR 18 Gd,0, 78 143.8 eV BFF T (4R 1F i | 156 B
FEFE S RTH Gd TR M & RARML, F—2IEH T
Z1 Gd,04 W] BE 1 BE 40 b 4r BT TiO, B i 1 5
[AEYEIR

OJCE 1Y XPS & (WLIE 3) 2 A X FR 14, 158 B h: 7
FETH (A S8 ) Fh AN 2 B — 1 f A 4R0(529.5 e V) K,
Z /N B BRI (531.5 eV), AN A Al RE & A
BiF40(533.0 eV)I2, Sh ik, Xt RE S  TE AR O1s
W HEAT LA AL FEOOL ] 3), LA R B TR 2, S5 R A
B, G B 4= AH TiO, 9K AR 1) 2 1h1 7% 356 5 12 W& A7
Rk, X AT RE R T Gd,0, XF-OH 14 35 35 1 % B fiE
TR R, X —Z5 05 Xu 0T AS TR, b A
IR, XFF TiO,/ Gd,0, B AR R, TitAR Gd,0; fi
& B G 7= A HL Al (4 RSP, ek T 9 i i 2 20T
B, BORE A B 2 1) R g i o 38 R SR v DAl

TiO,

Ols (Ti-0)  f

Intensity (a.u.)

Ots (-OH)

332 352 530 528 576

Gd;05 / TiO,

Ols (Ti-0) [

Intensity (a.u.)

Ols (-OH)

3 4l TiO, Al Ti0,/ GdyOs 4K AL T Ols 19 XPS i
Fig.3 XPS spectra of the Ols region for the surface of
pure TiO, and TiO,/ Gd,0; nanoparticles

HL faf - , Lin 59X TiO, / La,05 F1 TiO,/ Y05 & &
PRA BTSN, 0 32 1 i 2R BL A fig B . SR, XPS 73
T 45 SR UE 253X Aol Fi, A R ) RO AN 1S T A =
i + 428 B 118 22 51 TiO, 94 KL+ 3R M R 2
A GG, [R50 B X 2 TR R AR P e M ] 2 48
E TR EMARBRE TN,
xR2 AEMRMFREGMTHN XPS EHEER
Table 2 Curve fitting results of XPS spectra for the
oxygen species on the surface of different

nanoparticles

E, / eV (Percentage of O / %)

Sample

0ls (Ti-0) 0ls (-OH)
TiO, 529.81(88.69) 531.65(11.31)
Ti0, / Gd,0, 529.81(90.65) 531.67(9.35)
2.4 DRS o#r

7 500 CHBE 2 h il % B 46 Tio, Al Ti0,/ Gd,0,
YKL UV-Vis & K& (DRS) N1 4 ik, H
B4 a] W, K B F DA IO, 2 SR A 7 8 4 31
AT 51 A IR SR T O K/ T 420 nm (1)
6 I 5 F T AR, HL TiO, / Gd,05 49 K i 1~ 1) 45 4k
W WSO 721 bR 46 TiO, 40 KR 11 390 nm #4555 2] 360
nm, 254 XRD 53-Hr 48 R al i, GA*48 24 it Tio, 41Kk
KL B AR RS AR /N P AR T RN, R BUER Sk
W MSC s 170 B i i A0,

100

TiO,

80

TiO,; / Gd,0s
60

Reflectance / %

40t

20

0 1 L L
200 300 400 500 600
Wavelength / nm

K4 4l Tio, Ml TiO,/ Gd,0; 44K KE T UV-Vis DRS i
Fig.4 UV-Vis diffuse reflection spectra of pure TiO, and
Ti0,/ Gd,05 nanoparticles
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F G L 5 (SPS) I 72 (Y 2 4 i 766 IR f5
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i, E S T LAE W 4l TiO, BES PR AE T 2 etk



%1

ZEUE AR S TIO,/ GdyO; AR AR ] 4 FRAE T e A AL 15 1 .77 -

M BT, 7F 300~400 nm = [8] {6 fR iR )57 5 % By T
TiO, W AAE A -7 BRIES, 78 400~600 nm Z [8] /9 56
PR ) SO 2 R R R i A TR R 5 ) G
B 7% TiO, 9N KA T (R AR AE 25 A1 BRAT 5 /R 9 56 AR iy
N 1) e KA 5 3 B 2 R R BB 4R A Y 10 £, UiEH
G B KRR TO6A B F M2 e, 3
FMDGH RN R, AR, G H A 7 1
SRR T 250 BERR IS AR5 T, AR S BRI
T A R R R B TR A5 R, G
B 2] DUARME AR i R IR S AR B B, (2 k3
R 2 2R IR R =) | = A A EOE 11 § N
TR TR R A, TR T i e ROR
Bl 77 AR 2 0 AR me B 1 B R RS IR
N7 (B G K X 5 DRS A Hr 45 3 —3% . 454 XRD 43
Bras RmT 0 B2k i H o B — B BT ARl
15 6L T BLEK® AL TiO, 1Y BIME K F 4 204/ Tio, 1Y
(B, AT B2 8 1 DG AR ) 1 A 5 3 — J7 T, 48 2% 5
i SRR AR AR N VBT RO i S BE S

F 7 REGAE R 43 B O RE G, REBRAE % , th 2> ff e
N R IEK, HLECRE SL ) SPS BERT LUE 1, B 4k
fi 7E 400~600 nm 2 [i] (4 ' £R 1 7 79 45 5 56 3 P b
T RBENN, WHRBANENSAHFETNE
RS, Wit — PR SE T 48 4% 2 SO il i 28 1 72 2

SRR, X5 XPS TS R W &, 45RERY],
G5 2 vl DL BOE A B 1 128 7R 73 B 380 4
9, NG 7 8 A, 6 T 5 R R I

500

400 -

300

200 -

Photovoltage (a.u.)

100

0k

Gd*-doped TiO,

300 350 400 450 500 550 600
Wavelength / nm

5 4l TiO, Al TiO,/ Gd,05 44 K HL F 1Y SPS 1%
Fig.5 SPS spectra of pure TiO, and TiO,/Gd,0;
nanoparticles
2.6 HEULFELLE
2 500 CH7BE 2 h il £ 1) 46 Tio, F1 Ti0,/ Gd,05

YKL T B TR PE AN 3 BT, R & oot
RIS (L B0 B, s al UV 6 IR MB
{14 R e A P AR LB, vl A 2RI, & 3 AT,
Ti0,/ Gd,O5 44K AT XF MB % 1Y G A A i €6 3R
60% , HoOG A AT PR 5 2 46 Tio, 1Y 1.5 1%,

® 3 4 TiO, 1 TiO,/ Gd,O5 40K #iL F Y S i 1 i 1
Table 3 Photocatalytic activity of pure TiO, and TiO,/ Gd,0; nanoparticles

General removal

Absorptive removal

Photocatalytic decoloring Specific photoactivity! /

Sample
rate of MB*/ % rate of MB" / % rate of MB*/ % (mol-g™'-h™)
TiO, 72.17 31.86 40.31 8.01 x 10
TiO, / Gd,05 76.82 16.82 60.00 1.20 x 10°

* General removal rate of methylene blue (MB) after 1 h of photocatalytic reaction.

" Absorptive removal rate of methylene blue (MB) under stirring without illumination for 1 h.

¢ Average photocatalytic decoloring rate of methylene blue (MB) after 1 h of photocatalytic reaction.

! Methylene blue (MB) decoloring amount per unit mass catalyst after 1 h of photocatalytic reaction.
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WA AR, DRI R AR el /N BE 42 e H AT 0 B AR
REARAE D B R b ol 7 5 28 URT B A 5 Y LR, A
4 e 1 i AR A SRR AR BN | AR
ARGE AR 1O R AL, B 55 ' A L -2 O Y
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BRA 1) 42 2147 A AR | B35 TIO, 40K #1135 1T 21
PRI 3R H R T AU LA s G822 F 204
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