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Synthesis of Fluorescence/MRI Dual Targeted Imaging Theranostics Reagent
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Abstract: Poly (ethylene glycol diamine) (NH,-PEG-NH,) modified graphene quantum dots (GODs) were conjugated
with diethylenetriaminepentaacetic acid (DTPA) via an amide bond. Then the product further coordinated with Gd**
ions, followed by the subsequent linkage of folic acid (FA) to form FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA). Next, an anticancer drug,
doxorubicin (DOX), was loaded on the surface of FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) to obtain the final fluorescence/MRI dual
targeted imaging diagnostic reagents (FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX) for lung cancer cells. The sample was character-
ized by transmission electron microscopy, UV-Vis absorption spectroscopy, fluorescence spectroscopy, laser confo-
cal microscopy, and so on. Compared with normal HLF cells, the results of MRI, confocal laser scanning microscopy
and MTT showed that the prepared FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX could be targeted to detect lung cancer H460 cells,

in which folate receptor was highly expressed, and also displayed significant anti-tumor activity.
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Fig.1 Preparation process of double-fluorescence/MRI dual targeted imaging diagnostic reagents (FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX)
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1- 55 -(3- H BE 2 BE DN B8 15t — 7 e Eh e 6
(EDC-HCI, 4li i K T 98.5%) . DTPA .58 £ B2 4N T
Sigma-Aldrich 2y 8] 3 KR A 88 A ALELM S /K G900
F LB R T Az AR 4 A BR A ] 5 (NH,-PEG-
NH,, M,=10 000) 14 F* Jenkem Techonology ; ¥ i iz .
WeER R R MR IR (TSR B L TC KRR R A L S A
SO R e A A At T a7 3
SR Ay ATl W T 2 4 A Ak 2R A R A | BE R
Eh 2% w3 15 W (PBS) H1 DOX Iy T BBI /A 7] 5 H460 F1
HLF 20 i 4 B g = B 6 2% , 40 B % 77 3 MTT I T
R A R 2 B SR I FH K 4R = ROK A
L FH A 18.2 MQ DL E B AlK .

1.2 EIgE#E
1.2.1  GODs il £ F A&

MG SCHR 8 GODs™, ELR AL IR UNR £ 0.2 ¢
AR A B AE] 15 mL ¥R FR AT S mLL & A Al iR
FIRA MR T, A 10 min J5 T 120 CHt$E I 30
min, S EEHE A EER, A 100 mL 25 5 F/K
Fi B S ), 3 NaHCO, I8 A 1 pH {0 7~8, 8%
J 4 SN B BB T AS (HURR 73 11 14 kDa)
FENT 48 h bR L 2R, 5 15 B0 R 1.47
mg- L' 1Y £ 8 (4 19 GODs 43 U o 18] It 40 mL A9
GODs 43 HUWE AR W fm A 2.9 ¢ NaOH 1 6.16 ¢
CICH,COONa, #74 [2 )7 2 h J& F & HCL R pH {E 5]
e SR R E 2 B R RN /Ny T AR BDR AL
f) GODs 43 B (GODs-COOH,, #¢ i 47 0.3 mg-mL™).,

B 30 mL GODs-COOH % ¥ , ¥k 17 A1
mL NH,-PEG-NH, i& # (50 mg-mL™)F10.3 mL EDC-
HCI 7K (80 mg-mL™"), H = Z 815 pHAE R 8 )5
AT RN 24 he W ZSRIGFEREEIHE T2
K 14 kDa BN A4S BT 2 d bR 25 SR 52 17 /)N
53 FF NH,-PEG-NH,, 15 £ K 31ty 5 —NH, ) R 2,
BB GODs i (GODs-PEG-NH,).

122 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)AY il 4

1] %4 0.1 g DTPA ) 5 mL DMSO & A S
mL I il £ 19 GODs-PEG-NH, 73 B #& . 1 mL EDC [
DMSO ¥ # (50 mg-mL™") 1 50 wL i) = 2 i , i3k
N 24 h 58 P W) e R B BT A N AE AT 2~3 d, 15 3
GODs - DTPA % ¥ , 9K J& 1n] e % W& Hh A 10 mL
GACL A (20 mmol - L), Fi FH S IV 4 h, 5 Ji5 385 B B
F AR ) GACL A5 5] GODs-Gd(DTPA)YH KK T+

B 10 mL GODs-Gd(DTPA)YH KA1 1Y 73 B0
75 30 min J5 ] = SR pHAE A 8 2247, SR TG R
] PUIA 10 mIL FA 3 (0.1 mg-mL ") A1 1 mL EDC-
HC1ZK % 7% (80 mg-mL™"), Z iR £ SV 48 ho
UG HUE LB AR RV FA 1 BB A FA I
GODs - GA(DTPA) 44 >K % - (FA/GODs - Gd(DTPA)).
ICP-MS U 25 S R B i H G IR BE M 12.3 g
mL™", FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) 1 FA Ay 11 % 38 (loading
efficiency, LE, )il 2 F 91 A XTI LE, =(m, ;-
mpa)m p;,x100%, Hrr, M, gy RSB B FA T
(1 mg);mypey FAMEE Y FA i (mg) , BIISCEE B9 T
BN T FA F A AR PE FA B4R HE IR o
(g mL")=0.306+8.877A #E 47 1H 5 (A N, R°=
0.998 5), FHIL A5 H FA [ 20R K 79.8% .

1.2.3  FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX [ %

] 2 mL FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) (1) 43 % i b A
0.5 mL DOX ¥ (1 mg-mL™), 7E 3% K o 1% , [ 1
ST IR KVE KRR Y DOX B T (P
A UEW R T a0 b, T AR 22 S OG IS
24254, 15 224 DOX 19 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)Z4
K27 iR (FA/GODs-GA(DTPA)/DOX), FA/GODs-
GA(DTPA)/DOX 1325 (LE, ) , Bl -7 HESZEW 72
FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)Z T 1)) DOX JFi i 5 S50 A1)
DOX T #(0.5 mg) ) A 43 L & 1, il ik T o 8 A7
T LE,ox= (mt,DOX_md.D()X)/ m, poxx100%, Horp > My pox
NS BA K DOX S (0.5 mg) 5 m pox A A W B £E
WA RE 2 T Y DOX T &, BV 46 14 i A 33 B i
(1) DOX 7 i , MR 45 DOX A4 5 1 Hil £k ¢/ (ng-mL )=
0.500 5+0.061 1A #ATHH5E(A HWOGEE , R°=0.999 3).
i I 7] H FA/GODs-GdA(DTPA)Y/DOX (1 2 25 3%
83.8%.

1.2.4 YA SR SE 5

WICAR S 72 A 10% 1 I 4 LT A 1%
)7 %5 % BETS K A DMEM 85 3% 5, Al 27 4k
HLF 20 0 R i 97 28 1 HA60 28 Jifd 43 1) 42 Tl 7 i 3 )52
B4 0.17 mm RS RE TR LA, B F 37 °C . CO, IR
5% W AN R SR i 5 9% 24 h e F ARG R
e 43 Bm A H N 50 pg-mLT BY FA/GODs -Gd
(DTPA)AN AL () DMEM K5 72 3, PR E2 155 1 h )5,
FEEREIRIE IR L PBS W PR 40 0 3 YR R 25 oK
YR AR, Bt FH R 2 T 22 20 min, FRUCH]
PBS W PEAIAE 3 K, &5 A 1 mL PBS {457 4 il JE
AR5 BT O R A BB T A AN i N
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MRI B AZ S 56 < 8 & A A [\ kB Gd™ (15,30,
45,60 F1175 pwmol - L)) FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) 4 KK
F 5 H460 40 M WF 5 24 h )5, b5 WO PBS 5 1%t 3
i, WSO AT B N A AL RS, AT A0 M MRS . BT
FH MRI i4%21% 454 11.7 T Bruker micro-MRI system,
M3k 2 % . TR=300 ms, TE=5.9 ms, matrix=128x96,
slice thickness=1 mm,FOV=1.60 cmX1.80 cm,NEX=2,
1.2.5  DOX RSN it 2 ity Il

43 B 2 mL FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX f 7K 43
PR CE T 20 T8 14 kDa BB Hr 4 S )
FLAR G 918 T 10 mL 37 °C .pH B 7.4 F1 5.5 1
PBS i1, 2 B B 0.5 mL B A Jot I e JH: 58 S O
Tk, [ b 78 A5 TR B IOR , AR B8 DOX T AR 21t
B IR BRI ] 2
1.2.6 2R

K MTT 34601 T FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) 44 K i
F 1138 DOX JifJ& %F H460 4 A5 E. 2100 pl. 2%
FE R 1x10* (1) HA60 40 i 42 F 7E 96 fL Al , Je 75
37 C.CO, RTS8 5% M9 240 ff 15 F7 48 P 55 9% 24 h,
SR B A% B 43 5 B 100 L &5 A A [A) kB2 1Y FA/
GODs-Gd(DTPA) 44 K %7+ Fl FA/GODs - Gd(DTPA)/
DOX iy 35 5 B 48, 40 I 7E 37 °C.CO, MR 538 5%
AL SR A Th Ak 5 5% 24 h s, BEALT A 1S
L B MTT ¥ (5 mg-mL™), 78 37 °C . CO, & FL 43 %k
5% BYSEFRAA TR R E 4 h, /O RN RIS AL
A 150 plL 5 DMSO, 5Z3% 10 min, FHEFFR L AE
490 nm A0 I 7E HOEIE B (OD 18) , 45 5 A A gk
BT F AN A A X B AL, S 4 S 4 44T
SR SR -2 (45 51 : Cell viability=(OD,_/OD,,,)X
100%, 3711 OD,,, 2 S5 5 41 OD i, OD,,, > X JR 41
OD1H.
1.3 X5 RIE

FEMITE SR F B 7R JEOL 23 7] JEM-2100 A 3i7%
S I TR (TEM) 2547 R AE (7 200 kV T #:4E).
¥ 78 [ Bruker TENSOR27 £LA4M I AUGTRE S i AT
FTIR S350 #71 . % LabRam HR 800 Y 3L 5 £ i)
TR SO EE AHEA TH 2 I WAL K R
638 nm. 7E H 7 Hitachi U-3900H %148 4h 1] I i
RN F-4600 #4258 G5 AL AT 58 PG5 R ot
T I, SR AR R 28 T FE I & I 360 nm (1955
7R 0.54 A ERIE TR S PO
R E Malwen 2 5] 1Y) Zetasizer Nano ZS % 4

KL K & WA 43 B AN I8 KR 114 2 T LAV
135 [E Perkin Elmer Victor X4 BUFFR4Y 58 560
WefE o 20 8 AR AE FE [5] Leica TCS SPS 1T EFOLIE
RAEFI WA LI, Gd™ YR EE I T ICP-AES
(Perkin Elmer Optima 8000)#£4 7 € .

2 RS

2.1 TEMXRIE

P 2 o4 F il £ 9 GODs #1 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/
DOX F3 BB BE R K X I 1 TEM B o MUK 2a
oAl DL H TR £ 0 GODs 14 TR S FLAR 40, 40 B
PERAT , 2o i i — 25 B GA(DTPA) . FA J DOX ),
FA/GODs - GA(DTPA)/DOX (1) 43 BT 52 BH 21 €4 (18
2b). GODs [ TEM & J5 (I 2¢) $ 71 i il £ 1) GODs
SRR AR A 1~2 nm B /NRE T, RSE o0 A 38 85 —
FA/GODs - GA(DTPA)Y/DOX 1Y & $1 ¥ A % 4 78 1k
(K1 2d)  (H &R A28 K E) T 5~6 nm.

&2 459 GODs il FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX
A3 A B (2 b) B X R 9 TEM & 7 (c . d)
Fig.2 Photographs (a, b) and corresponding TEM

images (c, d) of as-prepared GODs and
FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX dispersion

2.2 Raman 3¢ RAF

P 3 M il 5 #9 GODs(a)F1 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/
DOX 3 HU (b)Y Raman Y63 . & 3a i FL T GODs
AR B 21 DA (A,) B G Al (E, )W, 73 507 F 1 348 I
1602 cm™ &b, 4 GODs &M LAY TR s> F )5 , B
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T3 8 GODs 19 4 fIF Raman W& 4h , 7 FA/GODs-Gd
(DTPA)/DOX (1) Raman S 3% H (1] 3b) i i 3 1 B 12
() DOX F1 FA 43 7 1 Raman 71 W, 43 947 T 450
em ™ (S_) 991 e ' CRIF 46 PR ) .1 083 em ™' (48
HE AR IR S) 1 244 em™ By Sy M 8_op) 1 575
em ' (EARIRG A v _ )M 1 631 ecm™ (v_,)ib. ILAb,
F£597 em™ Zb AT LB 8 & ))& 4 Gd—O0 Y Raman
W, LA E A3 HTH413IE R T FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX [
jesiilE e

1244

1348

1575
1631

348 1602
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Raman shift / cm™

K3 #1451 GODs (a)f1 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX (b)
IETAED A
Fig.3 Raman spectra of as-prepared GODs (a) and
FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX (b)

2.3 LISheigFNg BT

& 4 3 7 1l £ ) GODs . GODs-PEG-NH, . GODs-
Gd(DTPA) 1 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) ) FT-IR 3% &, 1E
GODs FILL AN (18 4a), 3 500~3 100 em™ 5 Bl A
) S W T s 2 1 T GODs 1 GODs W2 Jff 7K F % 35
FEAE Y O—H R 45 3R 5, 1 727 eom ™ Ab A% W i 06 2
GODs R M BB 45 PR BN 0%, 1 583 em™ &b A I i
I 2 GODs 1 C=C W i 45 4z 2 7= A= 19, 76 1 005
em  Ab AT OISR B C—O0 B ig . GODs # i dh 4
EMi-PEG-NH, J& , &l 4b 3 2 vt 3 T B 4 i) N—H
(PR BN (3 440 em™) . C—N (IR B& (1 238 cm™) Al
Fe #5858 1 —CH,— ) C—H JR 3714 (2 870 em™), fij H.
TE 1632 em™ Ab H BT —CONH—E 1) W Wi | 3% )
FHTE GODs (1Y R AL DI A& i b T & A &5
PEG fi , ff T3 — 2L L0 B0 DTPA 43+ RATXT
ZL B L AR AT T A B A
GODs i £ HLAAE N-18.3 mV , fE H R MBI RIEE
B )5 , GODs-COOH ) ¢ -V {HAE S -23.4 mV, £
it —2 5 NH,-PEG-NH, JZ [ 7 , GODs-PEG-NH, 1]
AT R T -10.3 mV, 0L T & 5L i 2h

HEHiifE T GODs 1

& 4c } GODs-GA(DTPA) LT A E] , Holg {37 &
A5 & 4b AH TR, (H A7 T 1 632 em™ kb AH—CONH—
SHE IR AT R 8 P S 3R, TR AE 1 400 em™' &b H 3R
TR AR R AR I R U, [ FEUE W] T 7E GODs-
PEG-NH, 44 KA~ 3 T80 B b 30 4ok Pk frig B A 1 17
DTPA 73+, JF H Gd SECARIE L TERLEY . B Ti%
I F , FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) i1 21 41 %% [#] (K 4d) 5
GODs-Gd(DTPA) i) 33 06 22 AN K, {H 2T DL £ 2%
AN SO ETEIE S FA 43 0 DRI (0L )5 5C)

Transmittance / %

t) 1731 g5 1242
2870 1106
A
(©) 1735 i 24
2870
1106
44 —
3440 163271 400 1353
(b)
1632
3440
2870 1470, , 41238
I 1727 1100
1583 1380 ~—
TN
1005

0 T T T T T T T T
3500 3150 2800 2450 2100 1750 1400 1050 700 525

Wavenumber / cm™
4 #1451 GODs (a) .GODs-PEG-NH, (b),GODs-Gd
(DTPA) (c)Fl FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) (d)HIZL 4k
R
Fig4 FT-IR spectra of as-prepared GODs (a), GODs-PEG
-NH, (b), GODs-Gd(DTPA) (c) and FA/GODs-Gd
(DTPA)/DOX (d)

2.4 TERAILFNL SN UL S 4 4T

GODs [5G HE FIAN ] Sa s . 45 53 W T i)
110 GQDs B2 6 52 B A 5k 14 38 2 I AR st A
AP, 23R G 7331 2 300,400 F1 500
nm i, 43 5 7E 432 512 F1610 nm 4b H BT GQDs 1
PR GTE . 24 GQDs K HEEM GA(DTPA)FIFA Ji7 ,
R FA/GODs-GA(DTPA) 1Y % 6 633 (K Sb)sie &
K, IR A T WA F2ATH AR 22 I & A
U DGR TE ARG IR B T GODs B9t 1ERE , A
I 6T 240 B 1 5 BSASAS . AR A 0.1 mol - L At
T2 Vs i 1) L T 2 7 YRURIRE: (5 6 V5 VAE 360 nm 38
RWATT B PEOCR 535 B UAE ATROGBE UM, DUAR
iR 45 T AE R DK 360 nm (7T 73R 0.54
Fr e, 58 1 45 GODs & FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX
(2T 7 553 51124 0.028 F10.017
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Fig.5 Fluorescence spectra of as-prepared (a) GODs and (b) FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)

[l 6 J& GODs . FA .DOX ,FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) Fl
FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX (¥ UV-Vis W G35 . 7
GODs [ETE E H , BT GODs H BBk I 58 XU m—
m* BRI M 7E 231 nm 40 3 B T GODs B FFAE 55 41
WIS IR FA 7E 254,284 F1 365 nm A0 AT B f 11 42 4
W WS, >4 FA 38 O BB K 21 GODs-Gd(DTPA) Y
KT 5 , 7E FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) (1) UV -Vis 3% [#] v [7]
I LT FA 7T 250~280 nm 31 il Ab 4 45 4/ 05 14 i
FIGODs 7£ 231 nm b9 28 SR, EBH FA 53 2]
i3 3 B FEAE 1 2] T GODs-GA(DTPA) Y 18 ,
7 T7 H AR ) Re i 28O0 BUR AN oK LR . Y
FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)HE — A3 1o ar-ar HE B A FH W B
DOX J&i , FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX ) UV-Vis i &
ML T DOX 37 T 233 1 480 nm Ab A BH i 45 AiF 1%
WU, 2 B DOX 5 0y b PH 2 A T ol & 1) EL AT 0 1) 1)
RE Y A S50 i b, ml S R A0 e 1 29T —
Ak .

FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX

o
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Fig.6 UV-Vis spectra of GODs, FA, DOX, FA/GODs-Gd

(DTPA) and FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX

2.5 HBEIRITERL B

& 7 2 T il £ (9 FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) 4 > 32 5
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Fig.7 Bright field, dark field and overlap laser confocal microscopy images of H460 lung cancer cells (a) and HLF human

lung fiber normal cells (b) incubated with FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA) for 1 h, respectively
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Fig.9 Release profiles of DOX from FA/GODs-Gd(DTPA)/DOX at pH=7.5 and 5.5, respectively, in PBS at 37 C
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