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Preparation and electrochemical performance for supercapacitors
of chitosan-based porous carbon materials

ZHENG Shu-Juan LI Jia-Xin ZHONG Wen-Shi  JIANG Wei* HU Geng-Shen™

(Key Laboratory of the Ministry of Education for Advanced Catalysis Materials, Zhejiang Key Laboratory for Reactive
Chemistry on Solid Surfaces, Institute of Physical Chemistry, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, Zhejiang 321004, China)

Abstract: Nitrogen-containing mesoporous carbon with different specific surface areas and pore volumes were pre-
pared by using colloidal silica spheres as the hard template, chitosan as a carbon precursor, and ZnCl, as activation
agent. The morphology, surface area, and pore structure of the prepared carbons were characterized by different
techniques. The influence of the ratio of silica to chitosan and the use of ZnCl, on the pore volume and surface area
of porous carbon materials were explored. It was found that the nitrogen-doped mesoporous carbon (CSi-1.75) with-
out using activation agent showed lowest surface area but the pore volume can reach up to 4.53 cm®+¢™'. The carbon
(CSi-1.75-Zn) prepared by using ZnCl, as activation agent, had the larger surface area (1 032 m>-g™") and the pore
volume decreased to 1.99 em’+ g™ and had more pyridine-nitrogen and pyrrole-nitrogen. In the three electrodes with
6.0 mol- L' KOH as the electrolyte, when the current density was 0.5 A-g', the specific capacitance of CSi-1.75-Zn
can reach 344 F-g', while the specific capacitance of CSi-1.75 was only 255 F+¢™'. This indicates that the surface
area of the carbon material had the greatest impact on the supercapacitive performance. The capacitance contribu-
tion analysis results showed that both the double-layer capacitance and pseudo capacitance of CSi-1.75-Zn were
improved compared with CSi-1.75, indicating that larger specific surface area and more pyridine - nitrogen and

pyrrole-nitrogen are conducive to improving the capacitance of carbon materials.
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of preparation of chitosan-based porous carbons
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4 b | R 4

¥ 394

R1 BMBILERSE

Table 1 Pore structure parameters of carbon materials

Sample Sypr® / (m2-g) Vol (em?eg) Voo / (cm?eg) V. / (em®g) Pore size® / nm
Co 191 0.30 0.19 0.11 0.66, 4.00
CSi-1.75 729 453 0.06 447 9.14,21.46
CSi-1.00-Zn 932 1.49 0.37 1.12 0.82, 10.43
CSi-1.75-Zn 1032 1.99 0.40 1.59 0.74, 14.03
CSi-2.25-Zn 849 1.93 0.29 1.64 1.98, 14.13

2Specific surface areas (Sy;;) were calculated by using multiple Brunauer-Emmett-Teller method; ® Total pore volumes (V,,,;) were calculated at

the relative pressure of 0.99; “ Pore volume of micropores (V,,.,.) were calculated using ¢-plot method; ¢ Pore volumes of mesopores (V) were calculat-

neso.

ed by subtracting the volume of micropores from the total volume; ¢ Average pore sizes were calculated by using NLDFT method.
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